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When I moved into Hillcrest
my freshman year, | was

de _1§hted to be moving into a
building with its own com-
puter lab. Sure, it was not a
major deciding factor in my
coming to Virginia Tech, but
it was a nice bonus. For
those of you who are asking
“Computer lab? What the
hell is he talking about?”
have no fear. Hillcrest had a
computer lab...until RHF
took over our basement.
That is right; we used to
house a glorious array of
Macintosh computers com-
plete with printers and scan-
ners. We used to go down-
stairs to do some homework
or some of the side projects
we had. We shared good
laughs. We watched as one
of the more high-tech Macs
tried to kill Heath every
weekend. There were even
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So who is that hot, curly-haired
girl on the second
floor? Susan.Renee

kard, of course! Pretend
gént on that sec-
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which

/

plans for a group to make a
movie with one of the Macs
as a character (the one who
tried to kill Heath no

ess).
But 'this was all
taken away from
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be fair, RHF is definitely
trying to provide a service to
us. I'simply think that pro-
viding this service allows
our family members the abil-
ity to take the easy way out
and just send us the pre-
packaged goods. Me? I'd
rather take the cold-hard
cash so But, [ am still a petu-
lant child and want to play in
my basement. So give me
back my playroom. I want
computers and scanners. [
want weight machines and
all-purpose rooms. I want a
place that adds to the com-
munity. And remember,
there is no “RHF” in “team”.
But there is a “Hillcrest” in
“Hillcrest residents are better
than everyone else.”

-Rick Bis
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PIRATES

News came today that
a cruise ship on its way from
Egypt to Kenya was attacked
by pirates. This is the
first major attack re-
cently following numer-
ous threats from pi-
rates all over the world.
It brought up the
greater question of the
possibility of attacks
here in Blacksburg.

Conventional
wisdom would say that
Blacksburg is land-
locked and could not
possibly be a good
place for pirates to in-
vade. When asked
whether he was con-
cerned, Hillcrest 235
resident Jeremy Henry
said, “l don’t know. It
is pretty concerning to
me. There is Claytor
Lake, and the New
River. Heck, even the
Indians... | mean Na-
tive Americans feared it as
the River of Death.”

And Jeremy has a
point. | mean, how difficult
could it possibly be for a de-
cent sized army of pirates to
come down through the
great lakes, follow river
ways, and end up coming
down the New River for an
eventual short walk and
strike to Blacksburg. After
actually finding an unem-
ployed pirate on the side of
the road in Christiansburg,
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“YAARG, we have had our
eye on the New River Valley
for some time. Our first

Resident, Jeremy Henry, in pi-
rate gear. Does anyone sense a
conspiracy in progress?

choice tAARget was the town
of Floyd, but YARRGGG....
some darn honors students
sacked it before we could get
there. After we had to scrap
our plans for attacking Floyd,
Blacksburg was the next best
tAARget, being the home of
the ones that beat us to
Floyd. Of course planning
would take at least 5 years.”
The pirate would not com-
ment on how he came to be
unemployed on the streets of
Christiansburg.

With all of this new informa-
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tion, | asked Chris Rogers
and Erin Smithberger, both
residents of Hillcrest if they
were concerned about pi-
rates. Chris looked both
ways, started crying, and ran
down the hallway. Erin said
very quickly, “Pirates, why
would | be afraid of pirates?
| have to go...” She then
promptly power walked to
her room, slammed her door,
and locked it.

Not everyone was
scared, however. Dylan
Greenwood said he was pre-
pared. ‘| am a fencer. Cap-
tain Hook wouldn’t stand a
chance to my skills.” | did
not have the heart to tell Mr.
Greenwood that his sword
didn’t even have a sharp
point.

The local police were
not available to comment,
further showing the lack of
readiness for a pirate raid in
Blacksburg. The only official
move made by the depart-
ment was to elevate the pi-
rate threat level to periwin-
kle... which means... well
nobody really knows what
that means...

In the words of activist Hill-
crest resident Collin Cal-
houn, “Our only hope is vigi-
lante justice.” With that, he
began sharpening his knife.

\\fqe explained to me,
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